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Narrative
The City of Chicopee is located near the junction of the Massachusetts
Turnpike and Interstate 91 and is a diverse urban community which serves as
the home of Westover Air Force Base. The city has mined its industrial
past for present uses, having transformed a number of 19th century
industrial buildings and locations into mixed modern uses. An example of
this is the sprawling complex of 19th century brick buildings known as
Cabotville Industrial Park, which has housed a variety of small and
medium-sized industries for the past 50 years.
The city is particularly well served for transportation, boasting two
airports, the Boston and Main Railroad and regular long distance as well as
local bus service. This supports a strong industrial base which
manufactures sporting goods, textiles, beverages, paper, office supplies
and the eastern edition of the Wall Street Journal.
Westover Air Force Base is a key part of the local economy, employing about
1,000 local residents and housing 2,500 reservists of the 439th Military
Airlift Wing. The base was the staging area for American troops during the
Persian Gulf war. Recycled former military housing from the base serves as
the nucleus of a planned development that will include both market rate and
affordable housing.
An historic district in Chicopee Center encompasses stately homes from the
city's past and an historic shad run on the Connecticut and Chicopee Rivers
brings thousands of enthusiastic fisherman to the city each spring. Each
fall, one of the largest Polish celebrations in the United States takes
place in Chicopee when 75,000 visitors come to feast on kielbasa and dance
the polka, while biannually the Great New England Air Show brings upwards
of 700,000 people to Westover for a three-day air extravaganza.
Chicopee residents feel their city's history is a living tie to the
present, echoing the diversity of population, the welcome to immigrants,
the production of fine industrial products and the pride that was present
at the city's incorporation and is present now.

(Seal supplied by community. Narrative based on information
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Southwestern Massachusetts, bordered by West Springfield and Holyoke on the
west, South Hadley and Granby on the north, Ludlow on the east, and Springfield
on the south. Chicopee is 92 miles southwest of Boston; 90 miles from Albany,
New York; and 140 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 23.91 sq. miles
Land Area: 22.88 sq. miles
Population: 56,632
Density: 2,475 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Springfield Station)
Normal temperature in January..... 26.8°F
Normal temperature in July........ 74.1°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 43.9"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Springfield North, Mount Tom

Regional Planning Agency
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Springfield
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (413) 594-4711
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Mayor-Council

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1848
As a city: 1890

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 26,920
Democrats 15,369 57.1
Republicans 2,442 9.1
Other parties 12 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 9,097 33.8

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Chicopee city, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]
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Total population. ... ... .. ... 4662 1000 |HISPAMNIC OR LATING AMND RACE
Total population. . . b4, 662 000
SEX AND AGE Hizpanic or Latine [of anvg.r EJ}E-:I 4,790 an
MMake. . . 264904 47 8 exican. . a2 n2
Female ... 20,550 g2.4| Pueto Rican. . 4052 72
Cuban . ) i
El_lllcl::'le-grﬁyears 2985 55 OtherHtspanborL.atlno e 14
T AETO 55
10t ddvyears 3602 5.4 | Mot Hispanic or Latino . . 40883 012
1510 A years 3741 5o White BIONE. . oo 47 478 459
200 24 VEATE ... 2208 5.9 |RELATIONSHIP
Btoddyears ... 7218 132 Total population... ... G4 652 1004
BwddyEars 4510 195 | In househedds. .. ... 53547 oaz
B toBdyears ... 72rg 132 Householder. . ... 23,117 423
BRtC B9 Al L 2,784 501 spouze . 0,850 100
GO0 G VSRS ... e 2247 44 Chid. . 15,484 209
ﬁto”!-féafs------------------------------- 4,543 &s Own&hlldunder'layears 11,204 208
75 10 Bd years . 3052 T2 Other relaties | 2,347 42
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Soume: LS, Census Bunsau, Gensus 2000,
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 816
Conventional Federal: 383
Rental AssistanceDHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 397
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E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Chicopee is located in the Pioneer Valley, known as the crossroads of New
England because of its strategic position along the Connecticut River and
its excellent transportation facilities. The Massachusetts Turnpike
connects the region to Boston and to Albany, New York. Interstate 91
provides direct access to Hartford, Connecticut, and to Brattleboro and
points north in Vermont.

Major Highways
Principal highways are the Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate Route 90),
which passes through the southern sector, and Interstate Route 91, which
passes through the western sector.

Rail
Passenger rail service to Hartford, Boston, New York, Montreal, and all
other points on the Amtrak network is available through nearby Springfield.
The Springfield Terminal Railway provides freight service in Chicopee.
Contact number: (508) 663-1073

Bus

Chicopee is a member of the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA), which
offers fixed route service within Chicopee as well as to Springfield and
Holyoke. The PVTA also offers paratransit services to the elderly and
disabled through the Council on Aging. Chicopee participates in the PVTA
Under-60 Program, which provides work trip transportation for the disabled.

Other

Westover Metropolitan Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located 3
mi NE of Chicopee, has 2 asphalt and concrete runways: 7,050'x 150' and
11,600'x 300'. Instrument approaches available: Precision and
non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
Birch Manor Nursing Home
Chicopee Municipal Home
Summerfield Elms Manor Nursing Home
Willimansett East Nursing Home
Willimansett West Nursing Home

Hospices
None

Rest Homes
Chicopee Rest Home

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/dhcd/dhcd.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Department of Housing and Community Development would like to thank the many government
agencies noted as having provided information for the community profiles. In addition to these agencies,
the Regional Transit Authorities assisted with the transportation component of the profiles. We
gratefully acknowledge the assistance of many city and town officials, which enabled us to include
information obtainable only at the local level. DHCD would also like to thank the following individuals
for providing special help: Leslie A. Kirwan, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Local Services,
Department of Revenue; Richard Shibley, Deputy Secretary of State; Bob Beattie of the Department of
Public Health; Charles W. Clifford from the Martha's Vineyard Commission; Dennis Coffey of the
Executive Office of Transportation and Construction; Donna Fletcher and Christian Jacqz of the
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; James Griffin from the MBTA ; Karen Loh from Banker &
Tradesman; Todd Maio from the Department of Welfare; Geoffrey Morton from the Election Division of
the Secretary of State's Office; Stephen R. Muench of the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission; Rol
Murrow of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; Mary Ann Neary and Emmanuelle Fletcher,
reference librarians at the State House Library; Jeff Nellhaus from the Department of Education; and
George Sanborn, reference librarian at the State Transportation Library.

NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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